MINUTES OF THE

VEGREVILLE AND DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

GENERAL MEETING

May 15, 2003 – D & R Family Restaurant/Hall

1.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Amendment:  add item 4.3 St. Michael’s Health Care Services

MOTION:  Brenda Wyllie/Don Lobay THAT the amended agenda be approved.  CARRIED.

2.0 GUEST SPEAKER – Ralph Lange of the Alberta Research Council introduced Dr. Peter Apedaile, Professor Emeritus of the Department of Rural Economy of the University of Alberta.  Dr. Apedaile spoke to issues of the new rural economy, how globalization, trade liberalization, and other factors affect prospects for rural revitalization. He underlined the importance of having a development mandate at the local level and cutting out the political infighting to get gains or efficiencies within governance.  The need to invest in leadership and develop a learning culture was also stressed.  In addition, it was noted that he is a Board member of the Canadian Rural Revitalization Foundation (www.crrf.ca) and has carried out research on various agricultural development topics in different countries.  It was suggested that the Chamber could approach other governance bodies concerning projects with the understanding that we have common interests and suggesting that we work on these areas or concepts together. 
3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION: Jonn Alden/Don Lobay THAT the minutes of the April 23, 2003 General Meeting as circulated be approved.  CARRIED.

4.0 OLD BUSINESS

4.1 VAS 100th Anniversary – Following a request from the Vegreville Agricultural Society to plan an activity for the 100th Anniversary, it had been agreed to proceed with a Fair Arts & Craft Sale in conjunction with the Exhibition & Fair Trade Show.
4.2 Chamber Annual Plan  -- To date little interest has been voiced in assisting with the objectives. Therefore it was recommended that next steps for the draft Annual Plan be discussed at an upcoming Executive Meeting.
ACTION:  Chamber Annual Plan to be placed on Executive agenda.

4.3 St. Michael’s – As a result of the discussion at the April General Meeting and presentation by Orest Hlus on behalf of St. Michael’s, the Chamber had formulated a letter to St. Michael’s suggesting a meeting between the health authority, St. Michael’s, residents and family members to address concerns.  It was suggested that the Chamber contact Friends of Medicare to see if there is common ground on some of the issues.
ACTION:  Update regarding a response from St. Michael’s Care Centre to be provided at September meeting.

5.0 NEW BUSINESS

5.1 Float Assistance – Assistance to assemble and drive the float is still required.  It was reported that Bernie Solomon would coordinate tow vehicles.
ACTION:  Contact office or Executive if interested in helping with the float.

5.2 Spring BBQ – Details for the June 11th event were provided. 
6.0 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

A list was provided for members’ information.

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE

7.1 Alberta Chambers of Commerce News

7.1.1 Issues Primer (week ending May 9th) – handout provided
7.1.2 Provincial Legislative Monitor  -- available upon request
7.2 CASA Electricity Project Public Meeting Invitation – RSVP by May 28 to attend on June 7 at Stony Convention Inn in Stony Plain if interested in providing feedback regarding draft recommendations for long-term management of air emissions from Alberta’s power plants.
8.0 ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Catherine Harper

Recording Secretary
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