MINUTES OF THE

VEGREVILLE & DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

GENERAL MEETING

March 20, 2003 – Hall B, Vegreville Social Centre

1.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION:  S. Dills/J. Alden  THAT the agenda be approved.  CARRIED.

2.0 GUEST SPEAKER

Ken Farion spoke to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank project, which was initiated in this area last year by CropMasters.  The project did well in spite of the drought. He stated that their group hoped to get other organizations on board to keep the project going on an annual basis.  Mary Thompson, Coordinator of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, thanked CropMasters and explained how the project helps 3rd world countries. Mark Perkins, farmer from the Wainwright area spoke next.  Mr. Perkins provided background of how he and 9 others went to Nicaragua and the Honduras.  He outlined some of the issues people living in those countries have to deal with (i.e. food security, grain storage, majority of farms less than 5 acres, little to eat, lack of education, scarce resources, etc.) and relayed stories of his experiences.

All of the 50/50 Draw proceeds was donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank project.  Mary Thompson thanked both Mr. Wiebe and the Chamber and informed the audience that the $166 donated would feed hundreds of people in Nicaragua or the Honduras.

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Amendment:  Delete first sentence under item 6.0 Financial Report regarding Curtis Palichuk.

MOTION: B. Wiebe/B. Wyllie THAT the amended minutes be approved.  CARRIED.

4.0 OLD BUSINESS

4.1 High Performance Workshop Series – Handout concerning upcoming workshop was provided.
4.2 Spring Arts & Crafts Sale – Response to table sales has been great.  Sale date is April 5th at the Social Centre.
5.0 NEW BUSINESS

5.1 VAS 100th Anniversary – Hedi Sokalski spoke on behalf of the 100th Anniversary Planning Committee for the Vegreville Agricultural Society.  She outlined preliminary plans for the celebrations and how their group is partnering with other organizations within the community.
ACTION:  The Chamber to brainstorm on how it could contribute to the 100th Anniversary celebration of the Fair. 
6.0 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

A list of accounts payable to date was provided for information only.

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE

7.1 Alberta Chambers Primer – A handout of issues at the provincial and federal level was also provided for information.
8.0  ADJOURNMENT
       MOTION:  B. Bauer/B. Wyllie THAT the meeting be adjourned at 9:05 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Catherine Harper

Recording Secretary
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