MINUTES OF THE

VEGREVILLE & DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

GENERAL MEETING

January 16, 2003 – D & R Family Restaurant

1.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2.0 GUEST SPEAKER – Rt. Honorable Donald Mazankowski spoke at the AGM held immediately before the General Meeting
3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION:  Jonn Alden/Wayne Tuck THAT the minutes of the November 21, 2002 General Meeting as circulated be approved.  CARRIED.

4.0 OLD BUSINESS

4.1 Main Street Trees – A letter had been written to the Town requesting pruning of the trees that line Main Street due to store signage obscurity.
ACTION:  Dave Kucherawy will follow up on issue of pruning Main Street trees.

4.2 Town & Country Funspiel – Cancelled due to mechanical breakdown and lack of interest.  The concept may be pursued again in November 2003.
4.3 Christmas Arts & Crafts Sale – J. Hryniw reported that the Arts & Crafts Sale sold out with over 600 people in attendance.  Comments received from the exhibitors were all positive. The Breakfast Club made a profit of approximately $500 and the Chamber’s was about $300.
4.4 Christmas Party & Silent/Live Auction – As a result of this very successful fundraising event, the Chamber will be donating $4000.00 to The Breakfast Club.  Appreciation was voiced to all of the Committee members and everyone who helped organize and support the event.  This year’s entertainment was great with the event being sold out two years in a row.
5.0 NEW BUSINESS

5.1 High Performance Workshop Series – A handout was available, which outlined the topics of the seminars planned for February 19, March 19, and May 1st.  A minimum of 20 registrants is needed.  Seminars are being held at the Vegreville Agricultural Society Boardroom.  Additional details will be forthcoming.
5.2 Spring Arts & Crafts Sale – J. Hryniw spoke to the new spring sale planned for April 5th at the Vegreville Social Centre.  Interest has already been shown as a result of an advertisement in the Country Register.
6.0 CORRESPONDENCE

6.1 The Power Within Seminar – Handout provided at the meeting for this seminar at the Telus Convention Centre in Calgary on February 28, 2003.
6.2 Letters from Town & Sunshine Club re Smoking Issue – Both letters had been reviewed at the January Executive Meeting. The general consensus was that this issue and legislating a bylaw falls within the mandate of municipal government. As a result a letter is to be written to the Sunshine Club recommending it ask Town Council to hold a public forum and a plebiscite on the issue of no smoking as it is an issue that affects all residents.  In the discussion that followed, it was also noted that another option for the Sunshine Club to pursue would be a public petition since a plebiscite would delay any debate until the next municipal election.  It was pointed out that twenty-two municipalities in the Capital Region were participating in a discussion with their objective being to implement a no smoking ban throughout all of the respective municipalities. A meeting to discuss a tobacco reduction coalition in Vegreville has also been advertised by the Lakeland Regional Health Authority.  Additional comments were whether the Town really wants a regulation since it was a decision of private enterprise.
ACTION:  Letter to be written to Sunshine Club advising of the outcome of the Executive’s decision and recommendations from the General Meeting.

7.0  ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Orest Hlus/Jocelyn Hryniw THAT the meeting be adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  CARRIED.

Respectfully Submitted,

Catherine Harper

Executive Secretary
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