MINUTES OF THE

VEGREVILLE & DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

GENERAL MEETING

April 23, 2003 – D & R Family Restaurant/Hall

1.0 APPROVAL OF AGENDA

MOTION:  Steve Dills/Brenda Wyllie THAT the agenda as circulated be approved.  CARRIED.

2.0 GUEST SPEAKER

A representative of St. Michael’s Health Group was unable to attend the meeting.  Mr. Orest Hlus spoke to some of the changes made at St. Michael’s Care Centre (former Heritage House).  A number of key issues were raised during the discussion as follows:

ACTION:  The President to write a letter to St. Michael’s Health Group recommending that these issues be addressed in a meeting between residents, family members, local health authority and St. Michael’s.

3.0 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION:  Jonn Alden/Geri Tuck THAT the minutes of the March 20, 2003 General Meeting as circulated be approved.  CARRIED.

4.0 OLD BUSINESS

4.1 High Performance Workshop Series – The “Becoming a High Performance Sales Professional” workshop scheduled for April 29, 2003 has been postponed to the fall due to a lack of registrants.
4.2 Spring Arts & Crafts Sale – It was reported that an estimated profit of $500 was made from the Sale.  Although attendance was less than the Christmas Sale it was expected.
4.3 VAS 100th Anniversary – At the March 20th General Meeting Hedi Sokalski on behalf of the Vegreville Agricultural Society’s 100th Anniversary Planning Committee encouraged the Chamber members to think of a way to add to the celebrations and entice larger crowds.  Subsequent to this meeting, a concept to invite artists and crafters to the three day sale in conjunction with the Society’s trade fair is to be explored yet by the Committee and reported back to the Chamber.
5.0 NEW BUSINESS

5.1 Chamber Annual Plan – Dale Edwards spoke to the “draft” Annual Plan.  He questioned how members wanted to achieve the key objectives planned for 2003. Additional ideas and suggestions were welcomed.  It was pointed out that we will only get out of the Chamber what we put into it.
ACTION:  Members are invited to put their name forward to assist in achieving any of the objectives outlined within the Plan.  
6.0 ACCOUNTS PAYABLE

There were no questions regarding the Accounts Payable for the period March 20 to April 23, 2003.

7.0 CORRESPONDENCE

It was noted that correspondence listed is available from the office upon request.

7.1 Alberta Chambers of Commerce News

7.1.1 Alberta 2003 Budget

7.1.2 The Provincial Legislative Monitor

7.1.3 Media Release re Canada Pension Plan

7.1.4 Proposed Policy Resolutions

7.1.5 Proposed By-Law Changes

7.1.6 AGM Program Information (Fort McMurray)

7.2 Meet the North Conference & Exposition – An event scheduled for May 12 – 14, 2003 at the Mayfield Inn which brings buyers, sellers, and experts together in a forum designed for the needs of the north.
7.3 Creating Vibrant Communities II Symposium – A jointly sponsored symposium by ATCO Electric and the Village of Heisler regarding insights into new and innovative ideas for planning and developing community projects and events has been scheduled for May 29, 2003. Registration and program information available from the office.
7.4 Request for Feedback on Alberta’s Draft Provincial Water Strategy – An opportunity to comment on the Alberta government’s recent key recommendations focusing on water conservation, managing water quality and quantity issues regionally has been extended to the Chamber.  If interested in reviewing and providing feedback, deadline is May 31, 2003.
8.0 ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned by Jocelyn Hryniw and seconded by Dale Edwards at approximately 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Catherine Harper

Recording Secretary
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